Davos debates
Health, science and environmental issues were high on the agenda at the World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting in Davos, Switzerland, where international leaders met on 20-23 January. The 2016 meeting -which had as its theme 'the fourth industrial revolution' -saw 85 pharmaceutical companies demand new business models to incentivize the development of antibiotics to combat
Turkish protest
An international coalition of 20 higher-education organizations has written to the Turkish president, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, urging him to reaffirm Turkey's commitment to academic freedom and freedom of expression. The 21 January letter, from
EVENTS

Hottest year
Last year was the hottest on record, according to data released on 20 January by NASA, the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the UK Met Office. 
Zika virus fears
Concern over the mosquitoborne Zika virus outbreak in the Americas is growing. In a statement on 24 January, the Pan American Health 
Berkeley lab head
Particle physicist Michael Witherell will become director of the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory on 1 March. The University of California, which manages the lab on behalf of the US Department of Energy, announced the move on 21 January. Located in Berkeley, California, the lab has an annual budget of nearly US$800 million and is home to research in fields ranging from materials science to genomics.
BUSINESS
Trade theft
Federal prosecutors in Pennsylvania have charged five people, including two researchers, with the theft of trade secrets from pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). The researchers were employed at the company's facility in Upper Merion, Pennsylvania, and allegedly supplied confidential information about GSK's experimental therapies to a biotechnology company headquartered in China. The trade secrets in question include information about the production of therapeutic antibodies, including one in development to treat cancer. 
Freedom plea
